
1 

Minutes of The 131th Annual Encampment 
Department of Michigan 

Sons of Union Veterans of The Civil War 
Saturday, March 28, 2015 

Great Lakes Christian College 
Lansing, Michigan 

 
A Joint Opening Ceremony with Ladies of the Allied Orders was conducted prior to the Call 

To Order of the Encampment. The Allied Orders introduced their honored guests and Officers, 
some of whom gave brief remarks.  Chaplain Buckhahn gave the invocation and read names of 
those who have passed during the past year. The Ladies of the Allied Orders then departed the 
auditorium. 

 
1. Call To Order: The 131th Department of Michigan Annual Encampment was called to order in 
the auditorium of Great Lakes Christian College by DC Davis at 9:45 AM Saturday, March 28, 
2015. At the request of DC Davis, the Guide, assisted by the Color Bearer, determined that all 
present were entitled to remain.  
 
2. Roll Call of Officers: The Department Secretary called the Roll of Officers with results as 
follows: 
 

Department Commander: Paul Davis DC    Present 
Senior Vice Commander: Dale Aurand PCC   Present 
Junior Vice Commander: L. Dean Lamphere, Jr.CC  Present 
Department Council:  Charles Worley    Present 
Department Council:  Robert Griggs PCC   Present 
Department Council:  Kevin Lindsey PCC   Absent - Excused 
Secretary:   George Boller    Present 
Treasurer:   Bruce Gosling PCC   Absent - Excused 
Chief of Staff   Don Shaw PDC    Present 
Counselor:   James B. Pahl PCinC, etc., etc.  Present 
Chaplin:   Charles Buckhahn PCC   Present 
Patriotic Instructor:  Gary Granger PCC   Present 
Color Bearer:   Edgar Dowd PCC   Present 
Signals Officer   Patrick Wallace    Present 
Michigan Messenger Editor: Rick Danes CC    Present 
Historian:   Chris Cox    Present 
Guide:    Dave Smith    Present 
Guard:    Robert Payne    Present 
Graves Registration Officer Rick Danes CC    Present 
G.A.R. Records Officer  Gary Gibson PDC   Absent- Excused 
C.W. Memorials Officer  Bruce Butgereit PDC   Present 
Eagle Scout Coordinator: Jerry Olson    Absent - Excused 
Camp-At-Large Coordinator Dennis Zank    Present 
Aide-de-Camp   Keith Harrison PCinC   Present  
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3. Opening of The Encampment according to Ritual: 

 
DC Davis led the Encampment in reciting the principles of our Order: Fraternity, Charity, 

and Loyalty. Chaplin Buckhahn invoked the Divine Blessing. Color Bearer Dowd presented the 
colors and DC Davis led the Encampment in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Declaration of the 131th Encampment being open for the conduct of Business 
   

DC Davis thereupon declared the Encampment open for the conduct of business.    
 
5. Rules for the Encampment 

 
Report of the Credentials Committee was deferred by DC Davis. The Commander 

repeated the usual rules for voting and for those wishing to speak. Furthermore, if there are no 
objections to a recommendation, it will be adopted at the sound of the gavel. All discussion is to be 
conducted in the spirit of Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty and everyone is reminded that smoking is 
not allowed anywhere on the Campus and all cell phones are to be turned off in the auditorium.  

 
DC Davis appointed Counselor Pahl as Encampment Parliamentarian. 

 
 
6. Approval of Past Proceedings 

 
DC Davis solicited a motion to approve the posted Minutes of the 130th Department 

Encampment. Motion to approve by Keith Harrison, second by Rick Danes. There being no 
discussion, the Motion carried by vote of the Encampment. 
 
 
7. Recognition and Welcome of Current National Officers 

 
DC Davis asked the Guide to escort the flowing Current National Officers in attendance to 

the Altar after which DC Davis introduced each to the applause of the Encampment:  
 
Commander-in-Chief: Tad D. Campbell 
National Council of Administration Member: Donald Shaw 
Assistant National Counselor and past Commander-in-Chief: James Pahl 
MOLLUS Liaison and past Commander-in-Chief: Keith Harrison 

 
 
8. Recognition of Past National Officers in Attendance 

 
DC Davis asked past National Officers present to stand for recognition which was then 

given by the Encampment. In attendance were Keith Harrison PCinC, James Pahl PCinC, William 
McAfee PChaplain, Perley Mellor PCinC, Dave Wallace.  
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9. Recognition of Past Department Commanders in Attendance 
 
DC Davis recognized Brothers Keith Harrison, James Pahl, Dave Wallace, Dennis Derr, 

Bruce Butgereit, Chuck Worley, Bill Brennan, and Don Shaw. 
 

 
10. Appointment of Encampment Committees 

 
DC Davis made appointments as follows:  

  
Bylaws:   James Pahl 

 Officer Reports:  Don Shaw   
Resolutions:  Rick Danes, Chairman; Skip Bryant; Dave Smith 

  
11. Reports of Department Officers and Committees 

 
DC Davis instructed the Guide to pass the gavel to SVC Dale L. Aurand. 

 
11A) Commander’s Report: Paul Davis 
 DC Davis summarized his written Report which is on file with the Department Secretary. It 

contains two recommendations: 1) Certain items in the Department Bylaws be updated during the 
upcoming year, and 2) a Committee be appointed by the new DC to review Department Operating 
Guidelines and report to the next Department Encampment in 2016. Thereafter, the gavel was 
returned to Commander Davis.  

 
11B) Senior Vice Commander’s Report: Dale L. Aurand 
SVC Aurand presented his Report which contains one recommendation: 1) that a 

Committee be appointed to review and update Department Guidelines as appropriate and report at 
the next Department Encampment in 2016. The report is on file with the Department Secretary.  

 
11C) Junior Vice Commander’s Report: L. Dean Lamphere, Jr. 
JVC Lamphere presented his Report which is on file with the Dept. Secretary.  
. 
11D) Secretary’s Report: George Boller 
Secretary George Boller presented his Report which is on file with the Department 

Secretary. 
 
11E) Treasurer’s Report: Bruce Gosling 
In his absence, Treasurer Bruce Gosling’s Report was presented by Chuck Worley. It 

contains two recommendations: 1) 2014 income generated by the Permanent Fund be retained as 
part of the permanently restricted balance of the Fund, and 2) the proposed 2015 operating budget 
for the General Fund be accepted as presented. The Report is on file with the Department 
Secretary.  
 

11F) Chaplain’s Report: Charles Buckhahn 
Chaplain Charles Buckhahn presented his Report which was filed with the Department 

Secretary. 
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11G) Council’s Report: Chuck Worley, Skip Bryant in the absence of Kevin Lindsey, 

Bob Griggs 
Council’s report was presented and is on file with the Department Secretary.. 
  
11H) Counselor’s Report: James Pahl 
Counselor James Pahl reported that no opinions had been solicited from him during the 

past year. 
 
11I) Patriotic Instructor’s Report: Gary Granger 
PI Gary Granger presented his Report which was filed with the Department Secretary. 

 
11J) Chief of Staff’s Report: Don Shaw 
Chief of Staff Don Shaw presented his Report which was filed with the Department 

Secretary. 
 
11K) Nominating Committee Report: Rick Danes 
Chairman Danes presented the Committee’s Report containing the recommended Officer 
slate for the upcoming year. 
 
11L) Color Bearer’s Report: Ed Dowd 
C.B. Ed Dowd presented his Report which was filed with the Department Secretary.  
 
11M) Department Graves Registration Officer’s Report: Rick Danes 
G.R.O. Rick Danes presented his Report which was filed with the Department Secretary. 
 
11N) Michigan's Messenger Editor’s Report: Rick Danes  
Editor Rick Danes presented his Report which was filed with the Department Secretary. 

 
11O) GAR Records Officer’s Report: Gary Gibson – Gary Gibson’s Report was 
submitted in his absence and was filed with the Department Secretary. The Report 
includes a recommendation that a portion of the Recorder Officer’s annual budget be 
apportioned to the GAR Memorial Hall and Museum in Eaton Rapids. 

 
11P) Civil War Memorials Officer’s Report: Bruce Butgereit -  
Bruce Butgereit presented his Report which has been filed with the Department Secretary. 
 
11Q) Department Historian’s Report: Chris Cox 
 Chris Cox presented his report which is which is on file with the Department Secretary. 
The Report includes two recommendations: 1) Department records be scanned and stored 
on a hard drive for the use of the Department and 2) the Department investigate the 
purchase of a hard drive to be used per the first recommendation.  
 
11R) Signals Officer: Patrick Wallace 
Patrick Wallace presented his Report which was filed with the Department Secretary. It 
contains five recommendations: 1) The Communication and Technology Committee (CTC) 
seek to bring the Department website into compliance with a protocol accessible to all 
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Internet users, 2) the CTC establish certain standards for the Department website, 3) the 
CTC explore multiple storage locations for information on the Department Website and be 
authorized to expend up to $100.00 annually for such storage, 4) the CTC explore the 
Department’s social media presence, and 5) the CTC adopt a new security protocol soon 
to be available.   . 
. 
11S) Department Guard – no report 
 
11T) Department Guide – No report 

 
11U) Eagle Scout Coordinator - .No Report 

 
11V) Camp-at-Large Coordinator – No Report 
 
11W) Communications and Technology Committee Report: Keith Harrison 
Chairman Harrison presented his Report which was filed with the Department Secretary. It 
contains two recommendations: 1) The Department’s Signals Officer serve as Chair of the 
CTC, and 2) that a backup Department Webmaster be appointed to serve on the CTC. 
 
11X) Ceremonies and Ritual Committee – No Report 

 
11Y) Special Committee on the CW Sesquicentennial Report: Keith Harrison 
Chairman Harrison presented his Report which was filed with the Department Secretary. 

 
 
12.  Patriotic Instruction Gary Granger:  

 
A short Patriotic Instruction was presented by P.I. Gary Granger. 
              

The Encampment recessed at 11:10 AM 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The Encampment reconvened at 11:30 AM. 

              
13. Report of Encampment Committee on Officer Reports:   Chairman Don Shaw 

Chairman Shaw thanked the Officers for their presentations and recommendations.  
Brother Pahl moved that any recommendation not objected to be adopted as the sound of 
the gavel, with second by Brother Harrison. There being no discussion, the motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 
The Committee’s recommendations and the Encampment’s Decisions are as follows: 
 

1) Department Commander  
Committee’s recommendation: Refer both recommendations to Bylaws Committee 

– there being no objection, the Committee’s recommendation was adopted at the sound of 
the gavel. 
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2) Senior Vice Commander  
Committee’s recommendation: Refer recommendation to Bylaws Committee – 

there being no objection, the Committee’s recommendation was adopted at the sound of 
the gavel. 
 

3) Treasurer 
Committee’s recommendation: both recommendations be adopted. There being no 

objection, Committee’s recommendation was adopted at the sound of the gavel 
 

4) GAR Records 
Committee’s recommendation: Refer recommendation to Department Council - 

there being no objection, the Committee’s recommendation was adopted at the sound of 
the gavel. 

 
5) Historian 
Committee’s recommendation: Refer recommendation 1) to CTC after re-wording 

to include coordination with GAR Memorial Hall and Museum  - there being no objection, 
the Committee’s recommendation was adopted at the sound of the gavel. 
Recommendation 2)???. 

 
6) Signals 
Committee’s recommendation: Refer all five recommendations to CTC - there 

being no objection, the Committee’s recommendation was adopted at the sound of the 
gavel. 
 

 
DC Davis thanked the Committee for its recommendations.  
A discussion of form 22MI ensued. 
DC Davis then presented an award to Brother Keith Harrison. 

 
The Encampment recessed at 12:00 Noon. 

_____________________________ 
 
The Encampment reconvened at 1:30 PM. 
 
 Marcia Butgereit gave brief comments. 
 

 
14. Department Awards 
 

 14A) Orlando LeValley Award 
 DC Davis presented this Award, established by Department Bylaws, to Gilluly-

Kingsley Camp No. 120 for being the Camp having the greatest annual percentage 
increase in new members (23.5%).  

 
14B) Austin Blair Award 
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DC Davis presented this Award, established by Department Bylaws, to Gilluly-
Kingsley Camp No. 120 for having the greatest annual numerical increase in new 
members (4). 
 

14C) Department Officer Awards 
Commander Davis presented Award Certificates to Department Officers who had 

served during the preceding year. 
 

 
14D) Abraham Lincoln Award: 
DC Davis thanked Committee Chairman Dave Wallace for the Committee’s work 

in selecting this year’s recipient Chuck Harthey who has submitted numerous records to 
the database of the Department.  

 
DC Davis announced that the two recipients of the newly instituted Mary Walker 
Award will be announced at this evening’s banquet.  

 
15) Commander-in-Chief’s Remarks 

 
CinC Campbell spoke about his visitations to some of the Departments and issues 

of national importance. 
 

16.) Report of Encampment Committee on Resolutions:  
 

16A) The Committee recommended approval of a Resolution by Pritchard Camp No. 20 
to purchase a GAR Flag and staff for placement in the State Capital at a cost not to 
exceed $600.00. 

 
17.)  Old Business 

 
None 

 
 
18.) New Business 
 
 Brother Chris Skillman has volunteered to be Department Webmaster. Motion by Bob 
Griggs, second by Rick Danes, that Brother Skillman be appointed. Unanimously approved. 
 
 Max Reiske discussed efforts of his Camp and communities in his Camp’s jurisdiction to 
secure monuments/plaques to soldiers who have received the Congressional Medal Of Honor.    
 
 Brother Griggs reported a $50.00 donation by Blair Camp No. 7 to the Grass Lake 
Museum for restoration of CW letters and documents. Motion for the Department to donate 
$100.00. 
 
 Sister Zukowski expressed thanks to the Encampment on behalf of the Women’s Relief 
Corps. 
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Motion by Dean Lamphere to send a letter to National endorsing Don Shaw’s election to 

National, second by Bob Griggs, unanimously adopted. 
 
Keith Harrison gave an update on the status of the GAR Memorial Hall and Museum .     
    

   
19) Good of the Order 
 

Chris Cox discussed streamers on the Department flag. 
 
Flasks have been engraved. 
 
Paul Arnold gave an update on the effort to seek 501c(3) tax status.. 
 

 Reminder of Lincoln Tomb Ceremony. 
 
Placement of a Plaque for Pvt. Andrew Bee   
 

20) Discharge of Encampment Committees 
 

DC Davis discharged the Encampment Committee on Officer Reports and Committee on 
Resolutions, thanking them for their service.   
 
21) Thank you to GLCC 
 

DC Davis then solicited a motion for a letter of thanks to Great Lakes Christian College for 
the use of their facility and accompanying gift to the College. A Motion for $100.00 gift was placed 
on the floor and seconded.  There being no discussion, the motion carried by unanimous vote of 
the Encampment.    
 

22) Report of Credentials Committee 
 58 Brothers present are entitled to vote. 
 
23) Nomination of and Election of Officers for 2015-2016: 
 
 DC Davis asked for the report of the Nominations Committee.  
 Chairman Danes reported the Committee’s nomination of the following slate of candidates 
for the five elective offices. The remaining offices are appointed by the Commander.  
  
Commander: Dale Aurand PCC 
Sr Vice Commander: L. Dean Lamphere, Jr.   
Jr Vice Commander: Dave Smith CC  
Secretary: Gerald L. Jacobs  
Treasurer: Bruce Gosling PCC  
Chief of Staff: Don Shaw, PDC  
Council: Robert Griggs PCC, Charles Worley, PDC, Kevin Lindsey, PCC  
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Counselor James B. Pahl, PCinC  
Chaplin Charles Buckhahn, CC  
Patriotic Instructor Gary Granger, PCC  
Color Bearer Edgar Dowd, PCC  
Signals Officer Patrick Wallace  
Messenger Editor Rick Danes, CC  
Historian Chris Cox  
Guide Robert Payne 
Guard: Ronald Shull  
Graves Registration Officer Rick Danes, CC  
GAR Records Officer Gary Gibson, PDC  
Memorials Officer Bruce Butgereit  
Eagle Scout Coordinator Dewey Jones  
Camp-At-Large Coordinator Dennis Zank, PCC  
Aide-de-Camp Keith Harrison, PCinC 
 
 DC Davis then explained the details of the customary nomination procedure: 

 
The stated nomination procedure was then followed for each elective office. There were no 

additional candidates. 
 
Brother Pahl then moved for election of the slate by acclamation without votes for 

individual offices. Second by Brother Danes. Motion unanimously adopted by the Encampment. 
 
DC Davis congratulated the new officers and appointed officials. 
 

 
27) Nomination and Election of Delegates to National Encampment: 
 
 The following Brothers were nominated and elected: 

Gary Granger, Dave Smith, L. Dean Lamphere, Jr., Ron Shull, Paul Davis, Rick Danes, 
Gary Swain, Mike Culp, Bob Griggs, Ron Shull, Dean Lamphere. DC Aurand is an automatic 
Delegate by virtue of his office. 

Motion by Jim Pahl to nominate and elect all of the above as Delegates, second by Keith 
Harrison. There being no discussion, the motion was adopted by vote of the Encampment. 
 Brother Pahl then solicited a motion to fill remaining Delegates in alphabetical order from 
the Department roster, with the remainder of the roster being alternates. The motion was seconded 
by Brother Harrison, and there being no discussion, it was adopted by vote of the Encampment. 
 
 
30) Installation of Officers according to Ritual: 
 
  The gavel was transferred to CinC Campbell who installed the elected officers and 
appointees according to Ritual. After the newly elected were at their respective stations, the CinC 
declared them legally installed and qualified to enter upon the discharge of their several duties for 
the term ending at the Department Encampment, 2016, or until their successors are regularly 
elected, qualified and installed, after which Chaplain Buckhahn offered a blessing.  
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 31) Closing of Encampment: 

 
Before the closing, PCinC Mellor bestowed a Past Department Commander Medal on PDC 

Davis. 
 
There being no further business, DC Aurand closed the Encampment according to Ritual 

and after the Chaplain had given the Closing Blessing, DC Aurand declared the 131st Annual 
Encampment of the Department of Michigan Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War duly closed. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty 
George Boller 
Secretary, Department of Michigan (2014-2015) 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
 
 
 
The next Department Encampment will be held on Saturday, April 28, 2016. 
 
Department Officers for 2015-2016  
Commander: Dale Aurand PCC 
Sr Vice Commander: L. Dean Lamphere, Jr.   
Jr Vice Commander: Dave Smith CC  
Secretary: Gerald L. Jacobs  
Treasurer: Bruce Gosling PCC  
Chief of Staff: Don Shaw, PDC  
Council: Robert Griggs PCC, Charles Worley, PDC, Kevin Lindsey, PCC  
Counselor James B. Pahl, PCinC  
Chaplin Charles Buckhahn, CC  
Patriotic Instructor Gary Granger, PCC  
Color Bearer Edgar Dowd, PCC  
Signals Officer Patrick Wallace  
Messenger Editor Rick Danes, CC  
Historian Chris Cox  
Guide Robert Payne 
Guard: Ronald Shull  
Graves Registration Officer Rick Danes, CC  
GAR Records Officer Gary Gibson, PDC  
Memorials Officer Dennis Fyke  
Eagle Scout Coordinator Dewey Jones  
Camp-At-Large Coordinator Dennis Zank, PCC  
Aide-de-Camp Keith Harrison, PCinC 
 































































Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Department of Michigan 

By: 

  Department Commander 

Attest: 

   Department Secretary 

Certificate of Appreciation Award 

“Let us strive on to finish the work we are in…” 

 

Gary L. Gibson 
In recognition  of your actions, words and deeds that have                           

significantly contributed to the furtherance of the memory of the                                                    

Grand Army of the Republic within the State of Michigan, through your          

tireless efforts in  honoring “those who wore the blue” by searching out, 

cataloging, retrieving and maintaining GAR and SUV records of the department,                                                

by the authority in me vested by the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 

Department of Michigan, I do hereby confer this certificate at                      

Lansing, Michigan, this 28th  day of March  2015. 



Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Department of Michigan 

By: 

  Department Commander 

Attest: 

   Department Secretary 

Certificate of Appreciation Award 

“Let us strive on to finish the work we are in…” 

 

Keith G. Harrison 
In recognition  of your actions, words and deeds that have                           

significantly contributed to the furtherance of the memory of the                                                    

Grand Army of the Republic within the State of Michigan, through your          

tireless efforts in  honoring “those who wore the blue” by establishing and                           

maintaining the GAR Memorial Hall and Museum in Eaton Rapids, Michigan,                                                      

by the authority in me vested by the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 

Department of Michigan, I do hereby confer this certificate at                      

Lansing, Michigan, this 28th  day of March  2015. 



Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Department of Michigan 

By: 

  Department Commander 

Attest: 

   Department Secretary 

Certificate of Appreciation Award 

“Let us strive on to finish the work we are in…” 

 

Charles Harthy 
In recognition  of your actions, words and deeds that have                           

significantly contributed to the furtherance of the memory of the                                                    

Grand Army of the Republic within the State of Michigan, through your          

tireless efforts in  honoring “those who wore the blue” by documenting                

the final resting places of more than 2,700 defenders of the Union,                         

by the authority in me vested by the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 

Department of Michigan, I do hereby confer this certificate at                                                               

Lansing, Michigan, this 28th  day of March  2015. 



Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Department of Michigan 

By: 

  Department Commander 

Attest: 

   Department Secretary 

Gilluly-Kingsley Camp No. 120   
In recognition  of the Camp initiating the most new 

Brothers preceding the Department Encampment,                   

by the authority in me vested by the                                                   

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War,                 

Department of Michigan,  I do hereby confer                           

this certificate at Lansing, Michigan,                                                    

this 28th day of March 2015. 

Gov. Austin Blair Membership Award 

Is conferred upon 



Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Department of Michigan 

By: 

  Department Commander 

Attest: 

   Department Secretary 

Gilluly-Kingsley Camp No. 120   
In recognition  of the Camp demonstrating the                                                       

largest percentage membership growth preceding the                          

Department Encampment, by the authority in me vested by the                    

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Department of Michigan,                                            

I do hereby confer this certificate this at  

Lansing, Michigan, 28th day of March 2015. 

Orlando LeValley 

Membership Award 

Is conferred upon 
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